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MLK EVENTS II OVC VICTORY 
Eastern's Civic Engagement and Volunteerism Office will 
host events this week celebrating Martin Luther King Ji 
The Eastern women's basketball 
team beat conference opponent 
Tennessee State 73-55 Saturday. 





By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
The Board of Trustees approved a tempo-
rary emergency paid sick leave policy dur-
ing its meeting Friday afternoon. 
The policy follows the federal Emergen-
cy Paid Sick Leave Act that provided two 
weeks of paid sick leave for qualified em-
ployees with COVID-19 symptoms that are 
required to isolate or are advised by a health 
care provider to quarantine because of close 
contact with an infected individual. 
Those who are eligible for the policy are 
employees who have completed 30 days of 
employment and have not exhausted any 
of the two week paid benefit that they may 
have received under the Emergency Paid 
Sick Leave Act. 
Employees of the Student Health Clinic 
are excluded from eligibility under this pol-
icy. 
Current work schedule and status define 
the benefit payable under the policy. 
The time must be taken in whole day and 
cannot be taken intermittently. 





"TELL THE AND DON'T BE " VOL. 105 \ NO. 82 
Weekend ceramics 
ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Megan Miller, a junior art education major, works on her ceramic project for Ceramics II in Dounda Hall over the weekend. "I'm trying 
to make a cup but I've never re lly done it before so I'm just experimenting," Miller said. 
Online voting open for Student Gov. special eh;ction 
By Elizabeth Taylor 
Associate News Editor I @DEN_news 
Students will have the opportunity to 
vote online for new Student Senators this 
week in the Spring 2021 Special Election. 
All of the candidates were required to 
send in an application, and then go through 
an orientation session before they began 
campaigning on Jan. 18. -
Campaigning ended Jan. 24, and elec-
tions begin the following day. Voting will 
be open for two days. 
Four students are running for senate 
seats: junior political science and Spanish 
major Kassandra Amaya, senior math and 
accounting major Seth Yeakel, junior com-
puter science and economics major Fran-
cesco Romano, and sophomore math major 
Prabin Karki. 
They each filmed a short video introduc-
ing themselves and explaining some of the 
issues that they would focus on if elected. 
All four videos are available in full on the 
Student Government lnstagram page, @ei-
ustudentgov. 
Amaya said that her big issues would be 
mental health and diversity on campus. 
"Here at Eastern, we have a growing mi-
nority population," Amaya said. "I think it's 
important to spread cultural awareness and 
appreciate the different cultures we have 
here on campus." 
Yeakal said he wants to focus on provid-
ing resources for online students and mak-
ing it possible for students to decide what 
~t>de of: class •they prcfc;r. •. 
"I want to make sure I get the voice of 
my classmates, the voices of the ,organiza-
tion I'm in, into the student body here on 
campus," Yackel said. "I'll be rep.resenting 
more of an onlinc community this semes-
ter." 
He also spoke on his previous experience 
in student government. 
Karki said that he would mainly focus on 
academic affairs; specifically, he's interested 
in introducing new majors and minors to 
Eastern's catalogue. 
He also said that he would work to make 
online classes run more smoothly. 
"Data science and statistics a1re just a 
couple of examples that I think arc miss-
ing from EIU's catalogue that are stopping 
it from being the best school around," Kar-
ki said. 
Romano's platform is focused 0111 sustain-
ability and recycling on campus. 
"For example, it has been my experience 
both in the dorms and at U Court.s, that re-
cycling is significantly more difficult than it 
is to just throw everything away," Romano 
said. "I would propose a solution of increas-
ing the number of receptacles and the prox-
imity of those receptacles to the students." 
Students will receive an email with a link 
to vote for student senate through their 
Panther Mail accounts on either Jan. 24 or 
Jan. 25. 
Student Government will then hold its 
first meeting Jan. 27. 
Elizabeth Taylorcan be reached at SIU-2812 or 
egtarf..01~fiµ:e.dµ. . . . . . . . 
Kassandra Amaya Prabin Karki 
Francesco Romano Seth Yeakel 
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CHICAGO (AP) - The Chica-
go Teachers Union said Sunday that its 
members voted to defy an order to return 
to the classroom over concerns about 
COVID-19, setting up a showdown 
with district officials who have said that 
refusing to rerurn when ordered would 
amount to an illegal strike. 
Chicago Public Schools, which is 
the nation's third-largest district, want-
ed roughly 10,000 kindergarten through 
eighth grade teadiers and other staffers to 
rerurn to school Monday to get ready to 
wdcome back roughly 70,000 students 
for part-time in-school classes starting 
Feb. 1. No rerurn date has been set for 
high school students. 
The teachers union, though, opposes 
the plan over concern for the health of its 
members and called on them to contin-
ue teaching from home in defiance of the 
distria's plan. The union said the district's 
safety plan falls short and that before 
teachers can return safely to schools, vac-
cinations would have to be more wide-
sprc:itd and different metrics to measure 
infections would need to be in place. 
"There's no doubt we all want to re-
turn to in-person instruction. The issue 
is CPS' current unpreparedness for a re-
turn to in-person instruction, and the 
clear and present danger that poses to the 
health of our families and school com-
munities," the union said in a statement. 
Tl~e two sides have been negotiating 
for months and talks continued after the 
result of the vote was announced in the 
hopes of reaching a deal. 
CPS officials said Sunday that they 
had agreed to dday the teachers' return 
for two days to give the sides more time 
to negotiate. But they said K-8 teachers 
would still be expected to resume in-per-
son instruction on Feb. 1. 
School officials have argued that re-
mote learning isn't working for all stu-
dents, including many low income and 
Black and Latino students who make up 
the majority of the district. The district's 
safety plan includes thousands of air puri-
fiers, more cleaning and a voluntary test-
ing program 
The roughly 355,000-student district, 
which rurned to full-time online instruc-
tion last March because of the pandem-
ic, has gradually wdcomed students back. 
Thousands of pre-kindergarten and spe-
cial education resumed in-person learn-
ing earlier this month and teachers who 
didn't return to their classrooms were 
punished. 
The union has also argued that schools 
don't need to be fully staffed with lower-
than-expectcd attendance. 
CPS data showed that about 19% of 
students who were eligible for pre-Kand 
special education in-person learning ear-
lier this month attended. That figure was 
even lower than a December survey that 
showed roughly 6,500 of nearly 17,000 
digible preschool and special education 
students were interested. 
DENeic@gmail.com 
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Straining to handle record num- who are nearly suffocating or facing or-
bers ofCOVID-19 patients, hundreds gan failure. Nurses who work in the 
of the nation's intensive care units are mos1t stressed ICUs, changing IV bags 
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eral hospital data shows that since No- pita! leaders hoping that the numbers of 
vember, the share of U.S. hospitals critkally ill COVID-19 patients have 
nearing the breaking point has doubled. begun to plateau. Worryingly, there's 
More than 40% of Americans now live an average of 20,000 new cases a day 
in areas running out ofICU space, with in 'texas, which has the third-highest 
only 15% of beds still available. death count in the country and more 
Intensive care units are the final de- thant 13,000 people hospitalized with 
fense for the sickest of the sick, patients CO\!ID-19-rdated symptoms. 
WASHINGTON (AP) -A grow-
ing number of Republican senators say 
they oppose holding an impeachment 
trial, a sign of the dimming chances 
that former President Donald Trump 
will be convicted on the charge that he 
incited a siege of the U.S. Capitol. 
House Democrats, who will walk 
the impeachment charge of "incite-
ment of insurrection" to the Senate 
on Monday evening, are hoping that 
strong Republican denunciations of 
Trump after the Jan. 6 riot will trans-
late into a conviction and a separate 
vote to bar Trump from holding office 
again. But GOP passions appear to 
have cooled since the insurrection, and 
now that Trump's presidency is over, 
Republican senators who will serve as 
jurors in the trial are rallying to his le-
gal defense, as they did during his first 
impeachment trial last year. 
Arguments in the Senate trial will 
begin the week of Feb. 8. Leaders in 
both parties agreed to the short delay 
to give Trump's team and House pros-
ecutors time to prepare and the Senate 
the chance to confirm some of Presi-
dent Joe Biden's Cabinet nominees. 
Democrats say the extra days will allow 
for more evidence to come out about 
the rioting by Trump supporters who 
interrupted the congressional electoral 
count of Biden's dection victory, while 
Republicans hope to craft a unified de-
fense for Trump. 
FOLLOW 
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Week of events schleduled to celebrate MLK 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
Eastern's Civic Engagemen t 
and Yolunteerism Office will host 
three events throughout the week 
in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Those interested in participating 
can find links on the CEVO web-
site to each event's registration. 
The first will be an event for 
facu l ty to discuss current events 
» BOT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
and the board approved the pol-
icy retroactively to Jan. 1. 
The board also approved a 
change to the Faculty Senate con-
stitution. 
Formerly, the senate's constitu-
tion states faculty members must 
be in their fourth semester at the 
university co be eligible ro run for 
elected university committee posi-
tions. 
The board approved the 
changed after the faculty approved 
it with 62 percent of faculty vot-
ing in favor. 
The rationale for the change 
was: 
• There are fewer t oral faculty 
numbers 
• The organization of colleg-
es creating chree smaller and one 
larger colleg 
• Ir would allow for new em-
ployees who may have s imilar ex-
periences at other institutions to 
and will be held on Monday at 2 
p.m. 
The conversation will be an 
"opporrunity to come and have a 
meaningful and civil conversation" 
with faculty about things happen-
ing in the United State today. 
Participants are encouraged co 
chat, listen and learn. 
During this program a focus will 
be given to the topic of police rela-
tions with people of color. 
run sooner 
• le creates more equitable ac-
cess to university service that can 
be valuable to non-tenured faculty 
member's evaluation profile 
• Allowing newer faculty mem-
bers to serve may give the senace a 
greater opportunity to review ex-
isting policies and processes thar 
may need improvement from a 
new perspective 
The board also approved a revi-
sion to Board Regulation IV.J.2.B. 
T he section previously read: 
"State appropriatio ns may be 
used to support t he incercolle-
giatc athletics program, but no 
more than one and a half percent 
( 1 .5%) of the University's an nu-
al state appropriation may be ex-
pended for intercollegiate athlet-
ics unless approved by the Board.~ 
The change removed "but no 
more than one and a half percent 
(1.5%) of the University's annu-
OPINIONS 
STAFF EDITORIAL 
The second event will be Tues-
day at 7 p.m. 
The event will feature the movie 
"l Am Not Your Negro" and a dis-
c ussion on film's themes will fol-
low. 
T h (: goal of the event is co have 
a conversation that looks critically 
at the themes of race and how the 
same itssues from the movie are ap-
plicable co today's society. 
Participants arc encouraged to 
al state appropriation may be cx-
pende·d for intercollegiate athlet-
ics unless approved by the Board." 
A contract renewal and succes-
sor ag;reement for Operating En-
gineers, Local 399. The agreement 
was made through mediation with 
the Fe-deral Mediation and Concil-
iation Service Nov. 4, ratified on 
Nov. l O and is effective Aug I., 
2020 to July 31, 2021. 
The contract will see no chang-
es except for wages and compensa-
tory time. 
Th ,ere are currently seven em-
ployees in the bargaining unir and 
the unit will receive a one percent 
raise across the board and one-
time sign on bonus of $250 will 
be giv-en to each member. 
Th,e estimated cost of the in-
creases is $6,992. 
The board also approved the 
purchase of remote Communica-
tion Access Real-time Translation 
enjoy the movie and conversation 
from the comfort of their own liv-
ing spaces for this event. 
The final event for the week will 
be a conference held Friday from 1 
p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
The Activate Your Inner Activ-
ists is a virtual conference meant 
to educate on MLK, his impact. 
legacy. 
The conference will also teach 
ways to improve the community. 
and Video Remote i nterpreting 
services. 
CART is a computer aided 
transportation service and VRI 
is a video com munication service 
that uses devices to provid e sign 
language or spoken language in-
terpreting services. 
The recommended vendor 
for the services was Al ternacive 
Communication Services, LLC. 
The company's bid is $98/h r. for 
CART services and $85/hr. for 
VRI services. 
The university will en ter into a 
contract with the company from 
July l co June 30, 2023 with the 
opportun ity to renew the con-
tract for rwo additional three year 
periods. 
The other vendors includ-
ed Natural Languages, LLC 
($294.74/hr., $ I 04.40) and Visual 
Language Professionals, LCC who 
did not have a technical score high 
The event will include an open-
ing session, closing sess ion and 
two breakout sessions. The break-
out room topics include the inter-
section of religion and activism, 
the danger of white feminism, th e 
future of climate change, a history 
of activism in sports as well as oth-
er events. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at S87-
2812 or cebrock@eiu.edu. 
enough to open prici ng. 
Vancro, Inc. and Purple Com-
munications, Inc. did noc meet 
administrarive compliance. 
The fund source for the picture 
is appropriated funds and rhe ra-
tionale for rhe purchase is rhe uni-
versity's requirement to provide 
accommodations to hearing im-
paired students on campus. 
D uring the meeting a Theatre 
Ans presentation was given during 
the Prc;si_dent's Repon. 
Additionally, no new purchases 
were announced during the meet-
ing and not public comment was 
made. 
Easrern's Board of Trustees will 
meet again April 23. The meet-
ing will be livestreamed on You-
Tube for those who are interested 
in wacching. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 
58 7-2812 or cebrock@eiu.edu. 
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COLUMN 
Transgender Biden's immigration plan to 
military ban was undo Trump's exclusions 
always divisive 
It has been reported that Presi-
dent Joe Biden is preparing ro issue 
an executive order that will reverse 
the controversial transgender mili-
tary ban enacted early in President 
Trump's term. 
We at The Daily Eastern News 
believe that this is a very good 
thing for Biden co do as one of his 
first actions in office. 
The transgender ban was a 
pointless policy that only divided 
Americans needlessly. 
There was absolutely no reason 
to exclude transgender individu-
als from the military. There is also 
no reason co assume thac some-
one's ability to serve in rhe military 
would be affected by their sexual 
orientation or identity in any way. 
Biden's selection for defense sec-
retary, Lloyd Austin, made this 
point during his co nfirmation 
hearing. 
"I support the president's plan or 
plan co overturn the ban," Austin 
Editorial Board 
said. ''If you're fit and you're quali-
fied to serve and you can maintain 
the s tandards, you should be al-
lowed to serve." 
For those unfamiliar, Trump's 
transgender ban actually stopped 
short of fully banning transgender 
individuals from joining the mil-
itary, but was very restrictive and 
required most people to serve un-
der their birch gender only. 
Biden's reversal of chis poli-
cy should be a moment that most 
Americans can agree is good, but 
many people still do not under-
stand or wish to understand trans-
gender issues. 
This willful ignorance is part of 
the reason why Trump felr he could 
pass che ban in the first place. 
Americans love to talk about 
unity bur many refuse to take che 
steps co make that a reality. 
Rejeeting divisive policies is a 
good first step to make unity an ac-
tualicy. 
There is a huge demand for asy-
lum protection in the United States. 
Bide~1 has promised more welcom-
ing immigration policies rhat will 
allow more immigrants to seek asy-
lum within U.S. borders. 
According to NPR, "In one of his 
first acts in office, Biden revoked 
the Trump administration's trav-
d ban on people from majori ty-
Muslim countries and has promised 
to l ift the cap on refugees. Under 
Trump, the cap was lowered each 
year, hitting a record low of 15,000 
for fiscal year 2021. For compari-
son, rhe Obama and Bush adminis-
rra1ions usually allowed for a cap of 
at least 70,000 to 80,000 refugees 
each ;year." 
Biclen has pledged to raise the cap 
co at least 125,000 and to "seek to 
raise it over time." Senior Biden ad-
visori; say that it will take months to 
increase processing capacity and cre-
ate fairer asylum policies. Soon af-
ter Bideu's inauguration he signed 
an order suspending rhe " Remain in 
Mexico Program" that Trump start-
ed. 
Th is has caused concern for some 
Lindsey Ulrey 
U.S drizens. "Ir's nor difficult co 
predict chat we're going to see some 
more individuals coming across our 
borders," said Trey Mendez, mayor 
of Brownsville, Texas. ·'So, any sort 
of policy that may allow more in-
dividuals to cross is something we 
want to coordinate with the feder-
al government.~ 
Many are concerned about creat-
ing a humanitarian crisis like what 
happened in 2008. ''You know. we 
can't have everybody in Central 
America come here: said Jim Dar-
ling, mayor of McAJlen, Texas. "The 
educational, health, and all the con-
cerns they have they'll bring with 











no sense. We can't afford it. And we 
have to take care of our own.'' 
That mindset leaves our the fact 
that we have the resources to take 
these people in as long as the Unit-
ed States creates a solid plan. 
"It's my belief char the United 
States has the power and the capac-
ity to respond correctly co do che 
job," said Sister Normal Pimenrel, 
direcror of Catholic Charities of the 
Rio Grande Valley in Texas. 
"We do. We just haven't put our 
cfforrs in the right place. Don't just 
put them altogether as all criminals, 
because they're nor." 
In an interview wirh NPR, Co-
rine Oehabey, the director of pro-
grams for the Toledo office of US 
Together, said, "My view is human-
icy existed way before religion was 
formed. And God put us on Earth 
ro lean on each other and to help 
each other. And that's what [the) 
United Stares is all about. One hand 
holding other hands.'' 
Lindsey Ulrey is a freshman political 
science major. She can be reached at 
581-2812 or lrulrey@eiu.edu. 
Assistant Photo Editor 
Zach Berger 
Wahl scores 34 iJn Eastern win Women's 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern forward Abby Wahl battles under the basket against Eastern Ken-
tucky on Jan. 16 in Lantz Arena. Wahl had 10 points and 9 rebounds in the 
game, which the Panthers won 73-68. 
By Ad,am Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
Afte:r struggling in a loss Jan. 21, 
the Ea:,tern women's basketball team 
bounced back Saturday with a 73-55 
road win against Tennessee State. 
The Panthers improved to 5-5 in 
OVC play with the win and have now 
won four of their last five conference 
games after losing four of five to be-
gin conference play. 
After being outscored 19-17 in the 
first qutarter, Eastern outscored the TI-
gers 56-36 the rest of the way, using a 
25-10 fourth quarter to seal the win. 
Eastern shot 50 percent from the 
field in the game while holding Ten-
nessee State to just 35.7 percent. This 
split was even more extreme in the 
fourth quarter, when Eastern shot 1 O-
of-15 :and Tennessee State shot 4-of-
16. 
Eas1tern also had more rebounds, 
assists, blocks and steals than the Ti-
gers. The only area Tennessee State 
posted! better numbers than Eastern 
was in three-point shooting, although 
neither team shot it particularly well 
from deep. The Tigers shot 26.1 per-
cent from three while Eastern shot 
22.7 percent. 
Leading the way for Eastern in the 
game was junior forward Abby Wahl, 
who has been one of the most pro-
ductive players in the OVC this sea-
son. 
Wal11I had her best offensive game 
of the season Saturday, scoring a ca-
reer-hiigh 34 points. This is the high-
est point total for an Eastern play-
et t!iis season and is the most points 
scored by an Eastern player since La-
riah ~Vashington scored 35 points 
against Murray State on Jan. 30, 
2020. 
Wal~! shot l 4-of-17 from the field 
and 6-of-6 from the free throw line 
while gathering 7 rebounds as well. 
Wahl is in fifth place in the OVC 
in scoring and rebounding with 16.3 
points per game and 8.3 points per 
game. 
Sophomore Morgan Litwiller 
scored 13 points and had a career-
high 5 assists in the game and junior 
Kira Arthofer scored in double figures 
for the third time this season with 11 
points. 
Karle Pace scored just 5 points, 
nearly 9 points below her season av-
erage, but contributed in other ways 
with 5 rebounds, 5 assists and 2 steals. 
Only five Tennessee State play-
ers scored in the game, with senior 
guards Andreana Wrister and Taylor 
Robens scoring 20 points each, ac-
counting for nearly 73 percent of the 
team's total points. 
Back to Eastern, the win followed 
in a recent trend for the Panther de-
fense. 
They are allowing just 60.2 points 
per game in their last five conference 
games after allowing 72.6 in their first 
five. 
The Panther defense will have to 
continue to play well this week when 
they play road games against Ten-
nessee-Martin Jan. 28 and Southeast 
Missouri Jan. 30. 
Tennessee-Martin forward Chelsey 
Perry is leading the nation in scor-
ing with 28.4 points per game and 
Southeast Missouri's Tesia Thompson 
is second in the OVC averaging 19.2 
points per game. 
Tennessee-Martin is in first place 
in the OVC with a 6-1 conference re-
cord and Southeast Missouri is sec-
ond at 6-2. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-




Staff Report I @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern women's tennis 
team opened its season over the 
weekend, playing Omaha on Jan. 
22 and Olivet Nazarene on Jan. 
23. 
The Panthers fell 4-3 against 
Omaha and then bounced back the 
next day, beating O livet Nazarene 
7-0. 
Against Omaha, Rachel Pa-
pavasilopoulos and Christine Gou-
ws won a t No. 1 doubles, Pa-
pavasilopoulos won at No. 1 sin-
gles, Elizaveta Bukraba-Ulanova 
won at No. 3 singles and Brittany 
Steven won at No. 4 singles. 
Against Olivet Nazarene, East-
ern won all singles matches in 
straight sets with Papavasilopou-
los, Gouws, Bukraba-Ulanova, 
Steve, Lauren Ellis and Kaitlyn 
Snyder picking up the wins. 
Papavasilopoulos and Gouws 
won No. 1 doubles and Steven and 
Bukraba-Ulanova won No. 2 dou-
bles with each pair winning 6-0. 
Ellis and Snyder won at No. 3 
doubles by a score of 6-3. 
Eastern plays again Jan. 30 
against Creighton and Jan. 31 
against Northern Iowa with both 
matches beginning at 10 a.m. 
The Sports Staff can be reached at 581-










A limited number of yearbooks are available for 
free to graduates in undergraduate programs, 
so make sure you reserve your copy of 
EIU's award-winning yearbook, 
The Warbler, TODAY! 
If you are graduating, and want to be 
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. 
TO ORDER, VISIT: 
htt ps://com m erce.cashnet .com /eiuspu b 
